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TEE   TIMES   HISTORY   OF   THE   WAR.
round the great cisterns of El Audja, ten miles to the north on the Turkish side of the border. The population of the whole Sinai does not exceed 40,000 persons, a few settled inhabitants in and near El Arish, 400 or 500 Djebeliyeh Arabs, descendants probably of the slaves or tenants of the Sinai Monks in pre-Islamic times, who still live around the Monastery, and the rest Beduin of small and generally unimportant septs; Tiyaha in the south, Tarabin, Azazma, and other sub-tribes of the Howeytat in the north, rather harmless people, living poorly as their ancestors lived by hording and hiring camels, paying some slight attention to the Egyptian authorities at El Arish and Fort Nakhl, the " capital" of the Sinai pro vince, and very little attention indeed to their own sheikhs. From a military standpoint they were
THE  CONVENT  AT   MOUNT  SINAI.
Showing the only means of ingress up   to   the
British occupation of Egypt, a primitive lift being
lowered from a "doorway" in the wall.
Inset: Interior of the Convent showing the "doorway" in the wall.
of small importance, except as possible seorot agents or scouts.
Two main roads load across Uio Sinai from the Turkish frontier. The bent known JH tho old caravan road which leads from Kafa to 1<II Kantara, a distance of 125 miles via KI Arish, Bir-ol-Mazar, Bir-el-Abd and Katia. Tho wator supply on this route is, on tho wholes good, the proximity of the telegraph line conn or ting Egypt and Syria makes it oaHy to follow at night, and it is perfectly possablo for mon and camels, but heavy wheeled transport could only be brought along this road by a commander who was ready to break many mon'n hearts and many beasts' backs. Along most of its course this road is protected against bombardment from the sea by the coastal dunes and by the Bardowal lagoon and its bar, but El Arish is exposed to naval attack, and troops making a detour to the south to avoid this throat would find themselves in an area of particularly soft sand-drift. For theso reasons tho Turks merely made a demonstration along thin route.
The other great road across tho Sinai is the Darb-el-Hadj, or Pilgrims* Road, oxtcn-